
 

 

DISCUSSION GUIDE 
MARCH 27, 2022 

Dive In 
Go around and let everyone answer... 

What is the hardest thing you have ever had to do?  Have you ever lost 
something that you had to buy back?  Has there been a broken relationship in 
your past that you had to humble yourself to restore, even though you were the 
innocent one who was hurt?   
 

Dig Deep  
Read Scripture: Hosea 3:1-5 

1 The Lord said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by 
another man and is an adulteress. Love her as the Lord loves the Israelites, though they 
turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.”  2 So I bought her for fifteen 
shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley. 3 Then I told her, “You are to 
live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and 
I will behave the same way toward you.”  4 For the Israelites will live many days 
without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred stones, without ephod or household 
gods. 5 Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the Lord their God and David their 
king. They will come trembling to the Lord and to his blessings in the last days. 

 

• Discuss why God would tell Hosea to go find his adulterous wife and love her 
again when the Law of Moses requires the death penalty for adultery (Leviticus 
20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22)? 

• Israel worshipping other gods and lusting after delicacies involved in pagan 
feasts is breaking the 1st and 2nd Commandments (Exodus 20:3-4; Deuteronomy 
5:7-8.)  So why does the Lord still love Israel?  

• Hosea had to buy Gomer before he could bring her back.  Perhaps she was being 
sold as a slave or he paid off a debt she owed.  Why was he willing to do this 
since he had already married her and surely paid her father the dowry or bride 
price?  

• Discuss the difference between Hosea’s love for Gomer and God’s love for 
Israel.  Would Hosea have allowed his marriage to end if God had not told him to 
go love her again? 

• After returning home, how does God tell Hosea to discipline Gomer? 

• Discuss the symbolism and meaning for Israel in Hosea’s story.  Verse 5 
describes what will happen “in the last days.”  Discuss how the Israelites will 
come trembling while the Lord blesses them.    

• Discuss how does these verses foretell the coming of Christ and our redemption 
through His blood.   
 

Do Big 

• Discuss the theme of love & reconciliation illustrated in this scripture.  Is God's 
love any different for believers than it is for unbelievers?  What about God's 
discipline?  How does God's love for us inspire us to love others? 

• Does knowing God loves sinners despite their disobedience ever tempt you to 
sin, rationalizing that you can confess & repent later because God will still love 
you?  

• How can you reproduce God's love & blessings to the unsaved this week? 

 

 

 

 

LEADERS 

Read Hosea  

Background: 

The prophet Hosea’s personal life 
illustrates the message God gave to 
the northern kingdom of Israel before 
it was exiled to Assyria.  Israel rebelled 
against God by committing spiritual 
adultery with pagan and immoral 
worship of Baal and Ashtoreth. 

 

Key Thoughts 

The story of the Bible is the story of 
God pursuing relationship with us.   
God pursues connection with us 
because He loves us.   

 

Challenge 

Does God ever give up on us?  If we, 
like Jonah, run from God’s call, why 
does he pursue us?  Read the three 
parables in Luke 15 and discuss how 
each illustrates a different way of 
being lost and different ways God 
pursues. 

 

 

Weekly Memory Verse 

This is how God showed his love 
among us: He sent his one and 
only Son into the world that we 
might live through him.  This is 
love: not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his Son 
as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins.  Dear friends, since God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. 

                            1 John 4:9-11 
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